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Green Mountain National Forest, to es-
tablish the Conte National Wildlife 
Refuge, and to forever preserve large 
swaths of the Appalachian and Long 
Trails. These are treasures today, pre-
served for future generations. 

Across the country, the Land and 
Water Conservation Fund has been val-
ued as America’s premier conservation 
program—an outgrowth of what has 
been called ‘‘America’s Best Idea,’’ the 
creation of our National Park System. 
It has drawn strong bipartisan support 
for half a century, even as the political 
atmosphere has become more divisive. 
I recently led a bipartisan coalition of 
53 Senators representing every corner 
of the Nation in asking for a short- 
term extension of the LWCF and a 
commitment to work to permanently 
authorize and fund the program. We 
sent a similar letter calling on Major-
ity Leader MCCONNELL and Minority 
Leader REID to support permanent 
funding for the program, which was fol-
lowed by a similar bipartisan letter 
from members of the House to Speaker 
BOEHNER. 

But despite this strong bipartisan 
and bicameral support, there are those 
who seek to throw this longstanding, 
commonsense program out the window, 
shutting down one of the few reliable 
sources that fund conservation work 
across the country, a truly devastating 
bid that threatens our land and water 
and our local economies. It makes no 
sense. 

Several times last week, opponents of 
the widely popular LWCF objected to 
extending its authorization, claiming 
that the fund was used to purchase pri-
vately held land from landowners. But 
that is precisely what the fund is in-
tended to support: the purchase of land 
from willing sellers interested in see-
ing land protected rather than devel-
oped. Often these land deals include 
land exchanges, thus ensuring that the 
Nation’s most sensitive lands are not 
developed, while ensuring that other 
working lands remain privately owned. 

Too often we see these deals evapo-
rate because the funding is not there. 
This is why we need to ensure the fund 
is permanently authorized and fully 
funded. These projects should not slip 
away, as we have seen in Vermont and 
other parts of the country, because of a 
fundamental misunderstanding of how 
the fund operates and how it is sup-
ported. 

We have watched conservation fund-
ing wither across the country while de-
velopments encroach our precious na-
tional parks and while the real threat 
of climate change draws closer and 
closer. Now is not the time to break a 
commitment to conserve our natural 
resources, our heritage, and the legacy 
we will hand to our children and grand-
children. We must value and protect 
our heritage by renewing the Land and 
Water Conservation Fund. 
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CONFIRMATION OF DALE DROZD 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 

rise in strong support of the confirma-

tion of Dale Drozd to the U.S. District 
Court for the Eastern District of Cali-
fornia. 

Judge Drozd earned his bachelor’s de-
gree magna cum laude from San Diego 
State University in 1977 and his law de-
gree from UCLA in 1980, where he was 
inducted into the Order of the Coif. 

He began his legal career as a law 
clerk for a district judge in the same 
judicial district where he now serves. 

Following his clerkship, Judge Drozd 
worked as a criminal and civil litigator 
in Federal and State courts at the trial 
and appellate levels for 14 years. 

Then, in 1997, Judge Drozd was ap-
pointed to serve as a magistrate judge 
in the Eastern District of California. 

In 2011, he became the chief mag-
istrate judge in that court. 

Over his 18-year career as a mag-
istrate judge, he has presided over 
thousands of cases. 

He is well regarded in the legal com-
munity and among those who appear 
before him on a daily basis. The ABA 
has rated Judge Drozd ‘‘well qualified,’’ 
its highest rating. 

Five different U.S. attorneys who 
served under both Republican and 
Democratic administrations over more 
than 20 years have endorsed his nomi-
nation. 

Those former U.S. attorneys include 
David F. Levi, who later served on the 
district court and is now dean of Duke 
law school, as well as George 
O’Connell, Charles Stevens, Paul 
Seave, and McGregor Scott. 

Their letter states: ‘‘[w]e have all 
known Judge Drozd for many years and 
are also aware of his judicial reputa-
tion in the community. He is an effec-
tive, productive, fair, and balanced ju-
rist who is widely respected in this dis-
trict.’’ 

Their letter further recognized Judge 
Drozd as ‘‘an outstanding magistrate 
judge,’’ and went on to state that ‘‘he 
will be equally effective as a district 
judge.’’ 

The president of the Sacramento 
chapter of the Federal Bar Association 
wrote to the Judiciary Committee in 
support of this nomination. 

That letter notes that, although it is 
not typical for the Federal Bar Asso-
ciation ‘‘to endorse a particular can-
didate or nomination,’’ Judge Drozd’s 
nomination is ‘‘uniquely easy to sup-
port.’’ 

The letter further stated that Judge 
Drozd ‘‘is widely respected in our dis-
trict and commands a high level of re-
spect from attorneys who appear before 
him.’’ 

I would also add a point from the 
U.S. attorneys’ letter about the crush-
ing caseload in this district. 

Their letter states: ‘‘[o]ur district 
has an extremely heavy case load and 
has been operating with a vacant 
judgeship for two and a half years. It is 
vitally important to the fair adminis-
tration of justice that the long-vacant 
judicial vacancy in our Fresno district 
be promptly filled.’’ 

This is a point that bears repeating: 
the caseload in the Eastern District of 

California is extraordinarily large, and 
has been for many years. 

This district covers Sacramento and 
California’s Central Valley, including 
Fresno and Bakersfield—it covers 55 
percent of California’s land area. 

The district has only six judgeships 
for a population of nearly 8 million 
people, and it has almost two times as 
many people per judgeship as the aver-
age U.S. district court. 

Over the last 6 years, the court has 
had nearly three times as many pend-
ing cases per judgeship—more than 
1400—than the national average, 569. 

These numbers translate into 
lengthy times for cases to be resolved. 
Over the last several years, it has 
taken between 38 and 51 months for 
civil cases to get to trial—well above 
the national average of 26 months. 

Criminal cases now take over 20 
months to be resolved currently, al-
most three times the national average 
of 7.4 months. 

The point is this: the Eastern Dis-
trict of California is in serious need of 
additional judges. I have worked for 
many years to create those positions, 
and I believe very strongly that they 
are needed. 

I am pleased that the Senate took 
the step of voting on this nomination. 

Thank you. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

IDAHO HOMETOWN HERO MEDAL 

∑ Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I wish to 
honor the 2015 Idaho Hometown Hero 
Medalists in the fifth year of the pres-
entation of this recognition. 

The Idaho Hometown Hero Medal 
celebrates those working for the bet-
terment of our communities. Drs. 
Fahim and Naeem Rahim established 
the recognition to honor individuals 
who embody the spirit of philanthropy 
while showing remarkable commit-
ment in both their personal and profes-
sional lives. I congratulate the 2015 
award recipients and commend the 
Rahim brothers, the award’s com-
mittee members, the cosponsors, vol-
unteers, and other organizations sup-
porting this honor for partnering to 
highlight good works. 

Ten exceptional Idahoans from com-
munities across our great State are 
2015 Hometown Hero Medal recipients. 
Marianna Budnikova, of Boise, started 
two nonprofits to help girls take part 
in technology and pursue careers in 
computer sciences. Carrie French, of 
Caldwell, is being awarded post-
humously for her dedicated, coura-
geous service to our Nation. She en-
listed in the U.S. Army at the age of 19 
and died serving bravely in the Iraq 
war. Tiara Lusk, an ex-policewoman 
from Sugar City, started two initia-
tives to help women who are victims of 
domestic abuse and started a training 
program to help women enlist in the 
police force. 
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Sylvia Medina, a successful business-

woman from Idaho Falls, works to eco-
nomically empower women and encour-
age the Latina community to partici-
pate in politics. John Rauker, an anti-
drug campaign advocate, rescues at- 
risk children and opened drug rehab 
centers in Twin Falls and Pocatello for 
teens. Maria Sanchez, from American 
Falls, is an Idaho State University stu-
dent who has excelled playing soccer 
for the university and is training to 
play for the Mexican national women’s 
soccer team in the World Cup. Donna 
Scroggins, of Ririe, has dedicated many 
years to service. She is a World War II 
veteran who also served as a Peace 
Corp volunteer and nursed those in 
need in Ecuador and Afton, WY. 

Judge Norman Randy Smith, of Po-
catello, has served with distinction on 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth 
Circuit and is significantly involved 
with education and empowering stu-
dents. Carmen Stanger, of Boise and 
Pocatello, channeled the loss of her 
daughter to bullying to leading 
antibullying efforts and working to 
empower teens and prevent similar 
tragedies in other families. Pastor 
Jacqualine Thomas, of Pocatello, grew 
the church she started from a con-
gregation of 3 to more than 200. As an 
African-American woman pastor, she is 
actively involved in helping people in 
the community and providing a safe 
haven for those who are struggling. 

Thank you to all the Hometown Hero 
Award recipients for the good works 
you inspire in others through your 
commitment to hard work, self-im-
provement, and community service. 
Congratulations on receiving this de-
served recognition.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO THE FITE FAMILY 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Aaron and Tami Fite of 
Platte, SD. I selected the Fites to re-
ceive the 2015 Angels in Adoption 
Award presented by the Congressional 
Coalition on Adoption. I chose this 
couple for the way they have opened 
their hearts and homes to their chil-
dren Cody and Cate through adoption 
and the way they have helped inspire 
their community to better understand 
adoption and children with all types of 
abilities. 

Though they initially intended to 
adopt a child from abroad, God changed 
their hearts and brought Cody into 
their lives. During the first 3 years of 
his life, Cody had a variety of complex 
medical needs, but thanks to Aaron 
and Tami’s love and support, today he 
is a healthy and vibrant 11-year-old 
who competes in basketball, track, and 
softball at the Special Olympics. 

Two years after adopting Cody, 
Aaron and Tami welcomed a baby girl, 
Cate, into their home through adop-
tion. Cate has a condition she devel-
oped in the womb that prevents her 
from being able to walk or talk on her 
own. Despite these challenges, she has 
mastered using a Mustang walker to 

walk and using an Eyegaze commu-
nication tool that allows her to talk to 
others using her eyes. Cate captivates 
others with her beautiful smile and 
gentle spirit. 

Not long after adopting Cate, Tami 
unexpectedly became pregnant. Chloe 
was born in 2010, and another daughter, 
Clare, was born in 2012. 

I am inspired by the Fites’ faith in 
the Lord and their desire to spread the 
word about life. I am pleased they were 
able to travel to Washington, D.C., to 
help advocate for their message that 
opening homes to children through 
adoption can help spread the word that 
every life is valuable. 

The Angels in Adoption award recog-
nizes individuals, couples, and organi-
zations that have made extraordinary 
contributions on behalf of children in 
need of a family. Awardees from all 50 
states, plus the District of Columbia 
and Puerto Rico, come together in 
Washington, D.C., each year to partici-
pate in events that celebrate their he-
roic actions and enable them to use 
their personal experience to effect 
change on a national level. 

Aaron and Tami’s exemplary actions 
demonstrate the positive impact adopt-
ing a child can have on a family and a 
community, and the Fites are more 
than deserving of this award. I would 
like to extend my sincere thanks and 
appreciation to Aaron and Tami and 
their family, and I wish them the best 
of luck in the future.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING LAFAYETTE, 
LOUISIANA 

∑ Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, too 
often our days are filled with news of 
worldwide violence and hardship. It is 
during these times that it is especially 
important to recognize those commu-
nities that find ways daily to celebrate 
life, family, and culture. Today, I 
would like to recognize Lafayette, LA, 
a city that goes above and beyond to 
distinguish itself as a cultural cross-
roads and one of the happiest places to 
live in America. 

According to a 2014 report by the 
Wall Street Journal’s MarketWatch, 
the top five happiest cities in America 
are all located in Louisiana, with La-
fayette taking the top spot. For any-
one who has ever visited this jewel of 
south Louisiana, the recognition will 
come as no surprise. Lafayette is lo-
cated in the heart of Louisiana’s Cajun 
and Creole country—an area known for 
its upbeat music, flavorful foods, and 
for letting the good times roll. 

Each and every day, Lafayette’s rich, 
unique history and culture can be seen 
throughout the streets of the city and 
the personalities of its residents. En-
tertaining, educational events are scat-
tered throughout the calendar year, en-
suring guests from around the world 
are shown a slice of the Lafayette way 
of life. Festivals such as the Festivals 
Acadiens et Creoles, held every Octo-
ber, provide an opportunity to experi-
ence the one-of-a-kind food, music, and 

traditions that the Lafayette region 
has to offer. Another annual Lafayette 
festival, the Festival International de 
Louisiane, attracts folks from across 
the State and the region in celebrating 
the intriguing history and culture 
shared between Louisiana and the 
Francophone world. 

Lafayette is truly like no other place 
in the world; just ask any of its resi-
dents. With renowned food, music, and 
festivals, it is no wonder the popu-
lation of this southern paradise always 
has a reason to smile. Congratulations 
again to Lafayette, LA, on the recogni-
tion of being the happiest place to live; 
and I wish you many more successful, 
happy years building and growing 
south Louisiana.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING LAFAYETTE MUSIC 
COMPANY 

∑ Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, Amer-
ican musicians play a large role in the 
cultural development of our Nation’s 
history, and much of that success is 
due to the local small businesses re-
sponsible for providing the equipment 
and instruction musicians need. This 
week’s Small Business of the Week has 
an expert staff that is dedicated to 
serving all kinds of musicians. Con-
gratulations to Lafayette Music Com-
pany of Lafayette, LA, for being se-
lected Small Business of the Week. 

The Lafayette Music Company is a 
60-year-old family-owned business that 
has continuously provided musicians in 
their community with excellent equip-
ment and instruction. Built in 1955 by 
Mr. William C. ‘‘Bill’’ Peyton, the La-
fayette Music Company initially fo-
cused on the sale of pianos and organs. 
When Mr. Raymond J. Goodrich joined 
the sales team in 1967, he expanded the 
company’s focus to include servicing 
additional instruments, including the 
brass family. Under Mr. Goodrich’s 
management, the Lafayette Music 
Company developed a band depart-
ment, catering to schools in the 
Acadiana region of south Louisiana. 
Mr. Goodrich’s affable approach to se-
curing a local consumer base offered a 
unique and personalized level of assist-
ance that was unrivaled in the area. 
After working as a salesman and sales 
manager for 6 years and part owner for 
3 years, Mr. Goodrich purchased a ma-
jority of the company’s shares to be-
come the primary owner. 

Today, Mr. Goodrich and his wife, 
Karen, provide beginner, intermediate, 
and expert musicians with a diverse 
product selection. The Lafayette Music 
Company offers a wide array of the lat-
est guitars, drums, band instruments, 
accessories, pianos, church organs, and 
more, as well as an in-house repair de-
partment that has been in service for 
more than 80 years. Additionally, the 
Lafayette Music Company boasts an 
astonishing customer service record 
that has ranked them in the top 100 
largest music products retailers by The 
Music Trades magazine for 3 consecu-
tive years. 
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